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and a washable fabric cover. The pet bed of the present 
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j genie, and comfortable. 
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ORTHOPEDIC PET CUSHTO[\ animal as well as possibly infested with mites and fleas. 

Cushions can be difficult if not impossible to wash due to 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION their size or material of construction. If the cushion cannot 

be cleaned, the only remedy is to replace the entire padding 

1. Field of the Invention 5 which can become costly. Typically, if the prior art had a 
The present invention relates in general to a pet cushion liner component enclosing the padding materials it was at 

and more particularly, but not by way of limitation, to a pet best of a water repellent nature only and thus not imperme- 

cushion of orthopedic slow recovery visco-elastic foam able to fluids, or of an absorbent nature trapping and 

providing orthopedic support, with a protective liner of a retaining the fluid. 

waterproof, breathable, flexible material enclosing the 10 Technology has introduced numerous high performance 
visco-elastic foam padding and the support padding while fabrics often used in performance outerwear or tents. Water- 
protecting the padding materials from liquids of all nature proof, breathable, and flexible fabrics are now manufactured 
yet allowing for airflow and breathability of the padding by numerous sources, under numerous brand names, and are 
layers it serves to enclose. easily available to consumers. These fabrics achieve the 

2. Description of the Prior Art 15 waterproof qualities by a close weave fabric, or rely upon 
Pets are an important part of the family. Pet owners desire either the hydrophilic (water loving) or microporous quali- 

to provide the most comfortable pet cushions and beds as ties of materials which come as either a coating or a 

possible; particularly as our pets age this becomes even laminated film. 

more important. Older animals often suffer from arthritis, ' . * . ■ , ^ ^ 

and/or joint and muscle problems making sleeping or laying 20 ^ q^ahty of breathab.hty is achieved as the molecular 

down for the animal uncomfortable. Most pet cushions ar? chauls of Mropmhc material are used as stepping stones by 

made with a padding material and a fabric cover, but do not ^ater molecules. The molecules are passed from chain to 

address any orthopedic aspects for the pet. cba,n ^ th f fo ™ of ^ e temperature/heat differential, until 

Typically most pet cushions are made with common ^ released t0 ^ outs ^ Water ^P 1 * 3 * a ™°lP ass 

polyurethane foam. Common poiyurethane foams (high 25 back across the . fabnc for * \ aon-porous. These 

resilience foams) are formulated to be resilient, resisting ^porous materials are created to have tiny holes within 

pressures and pushing against the source of impression. ? e ' r st ™ cture " ho,es are lar * e eno ^ h for water va P or 

Logically, the foams recovery pressure is greatest at point ^ olecules lo P ass through yet many times too small to allow 

were the subject is causing the greatest impression (e.g. hips, passage of water droplets. A protective liner of a water- 

shoulders, leg joints). With seating, sleeping and other 30 ? roof > breathable, flexible material ^would protect thecush- 

cushioning support surfaces, those pressures generated by ™ P addm S from * bs t orbin S U ? U J? i * kT 

common foam become sources of discomfort, as circulation ^ h ! ch mamta ™ the f loft ?{ the matenal T s wb ^ e 

is constricted by the upward force of the foam. These ™mtaming the comfort of the cushion long term In addi- 

pressure points can, in clinical terms, contribute to the tlon ' ^ese fabrics are strong durable, and resist odors and 

breakdown of skin resulting in the development of pressure 35 stams ™ akiri Z **» m ldeal fabnc of a P«***"* liner » a 

ulcers :pet cushion. 

Manufactured by an exclusive process, slow recovery Most dirt contains oil. As polyester and nylon are both 

visco-elastic foam is a unique and separate category of foam oil-based fibers, they are attracted to oily dirt, creating a 

having characteristics different than all other types of foam. j bond belwee " J 6 *J and the fiber, making it difficult to 

Slow recovery visco-elastic foam can double the surface 40 ' wash successfiilly. When dirt falls on hydrophilic fabrics, it 

contact area decreasing the pressure on bony prominences ' ' ests ™ a }** oftyAophihc molecules keeping dirt away 

and facilitating blood flow. Slow recovery visco-elastic . from me oil-based febnes. The hydrophilic molecules attract 

foam possesses the characteristics of high energy absorbent ; f° d *?w water and soap under the dirt allowing it to easily 

properties and temperature softening behavior. These prop- 3 hft off - Pn <* « « sin S polymer or nylon materials would 

erties produce a fluid and firm effect so that the material 45 P rov J difficult to clean than the waterproof, breathable, 

dissipates energy away from the body. These qualities pro- ; fle *! b]e fabric su ^ est f in the present invention, 

vide for an exceptionally comfortable cushion as well as ! are no examples in pnor art which combine slow 

being orthopedically beneficial. As referenced in Introduc- ' recovery visco-elastic foam with a protective liner of a 

ing the Pressure Support Surfaces from Kaymed by Prit- ! waterproof, breathable, flexible material in a cushion or a pet 

chard, Barbara in The British Journal of Nursing, 2001 , Vol so cushion. 

10 No 21 i A variety of pet cushions, beds or pads are available for 

Slow recovery visco-elastic foam is a polymer with a j domestic animals. U.S. Pat. No. 3,902,456 granted to David 

gel-like feel which, through its sensitivity to temperature, ; features a cloth-covered cushion. 

recognizes shape and pressure and adjusts to distribute load U.S. Pat. No. 5,002,01 4 granted to Albin features woven 

as evenly as possible. It simulates a floatation effect. This 55 polyester strands coated with polyvinyl chloride impervious 

provides the orthopedic effect of reducing pressure points to liquid and uses polystyrene beads as the cushioning 

while giving additional comfort to the animal using the ; material. 

cushion. , U.S. P al - No. 5,119,763 granted to Crabtree features an 

Typically animal cushions in the prior art use a cushioning J orthopedic pet bed which the orthopedic support is from the 

material of polyester, nylon, high resilience foam, or cotton ;60 quilting pattern fashioned on the filling material, 

and possibly a liner which encloses the padding materials. ; U.S. Pat. No. 5,144,911 granted to Moore features mois- 

The cushioning materials, without a waterproof liner, can ; ture repelling mattress liner and a water repellent cover with 

absorb liquids such as urine, blood, animal saliva, and other \ the four basic components which are detachable and rernov- 

spilled liquids to the point of saturation making the cushion ,1 able from each other. 

unsanitary and unhealthy. After a period of use, these beds ! 65 U.S. Pat. No. 5,226,384 granted to Jordan features animal 

become foul smelling. In time, the cushion will promote ( beds whose main functions are pest-resistance and damage 
bacterial growth due to the moisture and the body heat of the : resistance using a KEVLAR aramid sheet and a MYLAR 
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polyester sheet. Since neither KEVLAR nor MYLAR are Another object of the present invention is to use a material 

soft comfortable fabrics, a removable cushion is place on top known to have the orthopedic properties of sensitivity to 

of the shell in order to offer comfort to the animal. Neither temperature, recognition of shape and pressure, and the 

KEVLAR nor MYLAR is a flexible material, and MYLAR ability to adjust and distribute load as evenly as possible 

is very difficult to cut in order to construct the animal bed. 5 which provides the orthopedic benefits of decreasing the 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,265,558 granted to Schonrock features pressure on the bony prominences and facilitating blood 

molding a one-piece foam bed with a liquid- impermeable flow. Currently the only material known to have the above 

closed pore skin. This bed can be used with or without a listed qualities is slow recovery visco-elastic foam, 

cover. Another objective of the present invention to provide an 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,515,81 1 granted to McAllister features a io additional second padding layer to the slow recovery visco- 

cushion for an animal, preferably a cat, which is a material elastic foam padding which will give the very flexible 

of a matted web of layered, electrostatic fibers. This cushion visco-elastic foam padding additional support and stability 

is uncovered. while adding additional overall cushioning for added com- 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,588,393 granted to Heilborn II is a pet bed fo *- 
of a collapsible nature. 15 * l ' s another object of the present invention to provide 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,685,257 granted to Fiebus features the use Protection of the padding materials from liquids by a water- 
of several absorbent layers under the cushion cover with the FP°f liner ™ s waterproof material used for the liner may 
center most layers being fluid impermeable. natural) y offer °leophobic, anti-dust mite, anti-odor, anti- 
US. Pat, No. 5,7 1 5,772 granted to Kamrath et al. features bj ? ctenaI ' anti-stam, or anti-static properties in addition to its 
an absorbent pad for absorbing pet urine with a one-way 20 walef P roc>1 P r °P ert y u . t . . t 
moisture barrier It is yet another object of the present invention to provide 
iTMn*«.r'e<Mj/it« v*»v x-^ a waterproof liner material that is also breathable and 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,724,911 granted to McAhster features n^^^of^^^f^ t0 breathe ^ 

T^T^^ T - , , for airflow and mamtains cushion loft for continuing com- 
U.8 Pat. No. 6,173,675 granted to Licc.ardo features 2$ fort . ^ flexibj]ity ofthe Uner materia l is necessary so the 
aromatherapy to enhance certain behaviors of the animals ^ does nQt hamper ^ mmfon or abijit y 0 f 
that use the mat. tfje pac jd]ng it serves to enclose and protect. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,508,200 granted to Remis features a lt is another ohject D f me present invention to provide 

support cushion wherein the variable support is from helical protection of the padding materials. This protection is 

springs. 30 achieved by a protective liner of a waterproof, breathable, 

A variety of support pads and mattresses are available. flexible material which totally encloses all padding materials 

U.S. Pat. No. 3,968,530 granted to Dyson features a gel -like aiK j \ s s fc ut by an appropriate means such as sewing, 

fluid; U.S. Pat. No. 4,614,000 granted to Mayer features gluing, thermal bonding or the like. This protective liner is 

conical-shaped bubble supports; U.S. Pat. No. 4,706,313 SDa ] e( j around the padding materials in such a tight and 

granted to Murphy features foam blocks that can be selec- 35 close-fitting manner, that it prevents the two padding mate- 

tively placed; U.S. Pat. No. 4,777,681 granted to Luck, et al. rials from shifting or moving about within the protective 

features foamed material with a plurality of slits; U.S. Pat. j mer . 

No. 4,780,921 granted to Lahn, et al features a cover for a ft \ s ye t another object of the present invention to provide 

therapeutic support cushion having two separate chambers; an oute r cover of a material that is soft, comfortable, 

and U.S. Pat. No, 5,249,320 granted to Moretz features a 40 hypoallergenic, absorbent, resistant to the adherence of 

reservoir for moisture. stains, and is highly resistant to breakage or tearing in any 

Such pet cushions, mattresses, and mats have been intro- direction. The resealable closure allows for easy removal of 

duced with varying degrees of success. The prior art pet beds the cover for washing. The cover is made of a fabric that 

however, fail to address orthopedic benefits or the protective may be conventionally laundered repeatedly, 

benefits of a waterproof yet breathable liner in a pet cushion. 45 To that end, an orthopedic cushion, for pets or humans, 

The need has arisen for a pet cushion that offers the which includes a cushion formed from a plurality of layers 

orthopedic benefits of slow recovery visco-elastic foam with including two padding layers, one of slow recovery visco- 

a protective liner that allows the visco-elastic foam to breath elastic foam and the second of a material that supports the 

while protecting it from liquids of all kinds. Visco-elastic ; visco-elastic foam while adding additional padding. Then a 

foam is a state-of-the-art material providing the user the 50 3 protective liner made from a waterproof, breathable, flexible 

therapeutic benefits of even pressure distribution without material which completely encloses the two padding layers 

constricting blood circulation and thereby lessening the risk ; and is sealed around the padding layers in such a tight and 

of pressure points arid user discomfort. These qualities : close-fitting manner as to prevent shifting or moving about 

provide for an exceptionally comfortable cushion as well as of the padding layers within the protective liner. Finally, 

being therapeutically beneficial for animals suffering from 55 around the enclosed padding layers and their protective 

arthritis and/or joint and muscle ailments. The liner material 1 liner, is a soft comfortable washable cover. This outer cover 

takes advantage of the current high performance materials may be easily removed for washing, 

offering waterproof yet breathable and easily cleanable The second supporting padding layer may be made from 

characteristics which creates a hygienic environment for the 1 a textile-based, foam, or rubber material, 

cushion user. 60 The waterproof, breathable, flexible protective liner mate- 

■< rial may achieve the properties of waterproof and breatha- 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 1 blilty by a number of methods such as, but not limited to, 

utilizing a hydrophilic coating or laminate, a microporous 

The primary object of the present invention is to provide coating or laminate, a bi-component coating or laminate, a 

a orthopedic pet cushion, made with slow recovery visco- 65 monolithic membrane, a moisture-vapor -transmission 

elastic foam, mat will overcome the shortcoming of the prior (MVT) membrane, or a microfiber of sufficiently close 

art devices. weave as to be waterproof and breathable. 
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The outer washable cover is comprised of a top surface, 
a bottom surface and peripheral side walls between the top 
and bottom surfaces. This outer fabric cover has a releasable 
closure so that fabric cover may be easily removed washing. 

The orthopedic cushion may be constructed in any geo- 
metric shape deemed necessary by the user's space needs. 
Suggested shapes would include, but not limited to, square, 
round, rectangular, triangular, semi-circle, or pie-shaped. 

Further objects of the invention will appear as the descrip- 
tion proceeds. 

To accomplish the above and related objects, this inven- 
tion may be embodied in the form illustrated in the accom- 
panying drawings, attention being called to the fact, how- 
ever, that the drawings are illustrative only, and that changes 
may be made in the specific construction illustrated and 
described within the scope of the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an orthopedic support 
cushion for humans and animals, particularly domestic pets, 
according to the preferred embodiment of the present inven- 
tion; 

FIG. 2 is another perspective view of an orthopedic 
support cushion for humans and animals, particularly 
domestic pets, according to the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of an orthopedic support 
cushion illustrated in FIG. 2 taken along lines 2 — 2 thereof; 
and 

FIG. 4 is an exploded view of an orthopedic support 
cushion illustrated in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Turning now to the drawings and, more particularly, to 
FIG. 1, an orthopedic support cushion for humans and 
animals, and, more particularly, domestic pets, is illustrated 
generally in its simplest embodiment comprises a cushion 
10, may be formed as a generally rectangular body having 
a top outer cover layer 12 and a fabric side panel 14, 

FIG. 2 the orthopedic support cushion for humans and 
animals, and, more particularly, domestic pets, is illustrated 
generally at 10 and may be formed as a generally round body 
having a outer top cover layer 12 attached to side panels 14 
and 38 by a stitched seam 24 and attached to the second 
covering bottom layer 34 by stitched seam 22. The com- 
pleted side panel is composed of two panels: first side panel 
38 is a panel containing a resealable closure, □ the second 
side panel 14; whereby side panel 38 is attached to side 
panel 14 by stitched seams 18 and 20 and can be disposed 
to extend around the perimeter or circumference of the top 
and bottom panels. It is preferred the cover fabric used for 
the cover of the cushion of the present invention is soft, 
comfortable, and hypoallergenic, yet absorbent and also 
resistant to the adherence of stains and is highly resistant to 
breakage or tearing in any direction. It is further preferred 
the resealable closure mechanism 16 be of sufficient length 
to allow for easy removal of the cover for washing. Lastly 
it is preferred the cover be made of a fabric that can be 
conventionally laundered. 

As seen in FIGS. 3 and 4 of the preferred embodiment of 
the orthopedic support cushion of the present invention is 
formed from a plurality of layers which are retained in a 
closely adjacent relationship with each layer being formed 
of sheet material. Each layer can be generally rectangular, 
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square, round, triangular, or pie shaped and extends the full 
width and breadth of the cushion body 10. The present 
invention includes an outer cover layer 12 which is disposed 
closely adjacent a first intermediate layer 26. The first 

5 intermediate layer 26 is formed from a waterproof, breath- 
able, flexible material. Following in succession inwardly 
toward the center of the cushion 1 0, a second intermediate 
layer 28 is disposed closely adjacent the first intermediate 
layer 26. The second intermediate layer 28 is formed from 

10 slow recovery visco-elastic foam. 

An inner layer 30 is disposed closely adjacent the second 
intermediate layer 28. The inner layer 30 is formed from 
padding material providing support, loft and cushioning to 
the cushion. A fourth intermediate layer 36 is disposed 

15 closely adjacent the inner layer 30 and is formed from a 
waterproof, breathable, flexible material similar to the mate- 
rial from which the first intermediate layer 26 is formed. 
Finally a second covering bottom layer 34 is disposed 
closely adjacent the fourth intermediate layer 36 and is 

20 formed from the material which comprises the first cover 12. 
i As previously mentioned a side panel composed of 14 and 
38 is seamed to the first covering layer 12 by a stitched seam 
24 as well as seamed to the second covering bottom layer 34 
by stitched seam 22 and extends around the entire perimeter 

25 of cushion 10. The first intermediate layer 26 is sealed closed 
by sewing, gluing, thermal bonding or the like by seam 32, 
to fourth intermediate layer 36 forming a complete bond 
which encloses second intermediate layer 28 and inner layer 
30 forming a waterproof barrier and retarding relative move- 

30 ment between said layer 28 and said layer 30. 

■ It should be understood by those skilled in the art that the 
cushion 10 of the present invention may be formed with the 
first intermediate layer 26 and fourth intermediate layer 36 
may be a single sheet folded in half without departing from 

35 the sprit and scope of the invention. 

; : In operation, the cushion of the present invention can be 
iplaced on the floor and may support a dog D as seen in FIG. 
1 or other domestic pet. Further the cushion 10 may be used 
for children or adults. 

40 The present cushion provides many advantages. Slow 
recovery visco-elastic foam offers the user of the cushion the 
"advantages of sensitivity to temperature, recognition of 
'' shape and pressure, and the ability to adjust and distribute 
J load as evenly as possible which provides the orthopedic 

45 ] benefits of decreasing the pressure on the bony prominences 
,j and facilitating blood flow. The cushion fabric cover is of an 
; absorbent fabric that may be conventionally laundered 
i repeatedly while retaining its soft, comfortable, hypoaller- 
.'. genie qualities. The inner liner of a waterproof, breathable, 

50 flexible material will not absorb liquids from the absorbent 
cover; thereby protecting the enclosed padding material 
which serves to extend the life of the orthopedic pet cushion. 
Most stains on the liner can be spot cleaned. Since this liner 
is waterproof, yet able to breathe, it often will naturally 

55 provide a measure of odor, pest, static and bacterial resis- 
tance. The ability of the liner to breathe maintains the loft 
and comfort of the padding materials. Finally, most slow 
; recovery visco-elastic foam manufactured today in the 
United States is fire retardant. By the above, the present 

60 invention provides a unique and beneficial orthopedic pet 
cushion. 

It will therefore be readily understood by those persons 
i skilled in the art that the present invention is susceptible of 
i a broad utility and application. Many embodiments and 
65 adaptations to the present invention other than those herein 
described, as well as many variations, modifications and 
equivalent arrangements, will be apparent from or reason- 
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ably suggest by the present invention and the foregoing 
description thereof, without departing from the substance or 
scope of the present invention. Accordingly, while the 
present invention has been described herein in detail in 
relation to its preferred embodiment, it is to be understood 
that this disclosure is only illustrative and exemplary of the 
present invention and is made merely for purposes of 
providing a full and enabling disclosure of the invention. 
The foregoing disclosure is not intended or to be construed 
to limit the present invention or other wise to exclude any 
such other embodiments, adaptations, variations, modifica- 
tions and equivalent arrangements, the present invention be 
limited only by the claims appended hereto and the equiva- 
lents thereof. 

I claim: 

1. A cushion for a domestic pet, the cushion comprising: 
a slow recovery, porous, visco-elastic foam padding layer, 
a supporting layer, said supporting layer made of a 

stabilizing material for supporting said visco-elastic 
foam padding layer thereon, a top of said supporting 
layer received next to a bottom of said visco-elastic 
foam padding layer; 

a waterproof, breathable, flexible material protective 
liner, said protective liner received over a top of said 
visco-elastic foam padding layer and over a bottom of 
said supporting layer, said protective liner preventing 
an absorption of liquids from the domestic pet into the 
top of said visco-elastic foam padding layer and into 
the bottom of said supporting layer, said protective 
liner allowing airflow to pass through the cushion for 
maintaining loft of said visco-elastic foam padding 
layer and said supporting layer; and 

a washable fabric cover, said washable fabric cover 
enclosing said visco-elastic loam padding layer, said 
supporting layer, and said protective liner. 

2. The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein the support- 
ing padding layer is comprised of a textile-based material 

3. The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein the support- 
ing padding layer is comprised of a foam material. 

4. The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein the support- 
ing padding layer is comprised of a rubber material. 

5. The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein said water- 
proof, breathable, and flexible protective liner is comprised 
of a hydrophilic laminate. 

6. The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein said water- 
proof, breathable, and flexible protective liner is comprise of 
a hydrophilic coating. 

7. The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein said water- 
proof, breathable, and flexible protective liner is comprised 
of a microporous laminate. 

8. The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein said water- 
proof, breathable, and flexible protective liner is comprised 
of a microporous coating. 

9. The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein said water- 
proof, breathable, and flexible protective liner is comprised 
of a bi-component laminate. 

10. The cushion as recited in claim I, wherein said 
waterproof, breathable, and flexible protective liner is com- 
prised of a bi-component coating. 

11. The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
waterproof, breathable, and flexible protective liner com- 
prises a material fabricated from a microfiber of a suffi- 
ciently close weave to be waterproof and breathable. 

12. The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
waterproof, breathable, and flexible protective liner is com- 
prised of a material fabricated with a monolithic membrane. 
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13. The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
waterproof, breathable, and flexible protective liner is natu- 
rally oleophobic, anti-dust mite, anti-odor, anli -bacterial, 
antifStain, and anti-static. 

5 14. The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein said fabric 
cover has a releasable closure so that said fabric cover may 
be removed from the said padding of slow recovery visco- 
elastic foam, said padding of stabilizing support material, 
and' said protective liner, for washing. 

10 15, The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein said fabric 
cover is comprised of a top surface, a bottom surface, and 
peripheral side walls disposed between said top and bottom 
surfaces. 

16. The cushion as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
15 waterproof, breathable, and flexible protective liner is sealed 

closed around said padding layer of slow-recovery visco- 
elastic foam and said supporting padding layer in such a 
close-fitting and tight manner that the protective liner does 
not allow for the inner padding layers, of said slow recovery 
20 visco-elastic foam and said supporting stabilizing material, 
to shift or move about within the said protective liner. 

17. A cushion for a domestic pet, the cushion comprising: 
a slow recovery, porous, visco-elastic foam padding layer; 
a supporting layer, said supporting layer made of a 

25 stabilizing material for supporting said visco-elastic 
1 foam padding layer thereon, a top of said supporting 
I layer received next to a bottom of said visco-elastic 

foam padding layer; 
, a waterproof, breathable, flexible moisture-vapor-trans- 
i0 mission (MVT) material protective liner comprising 
upper and lower layers that are fastened together at 
j their peripheral edges, said protective liner received 
' over a top of said visco-elastic foam padding layer and 
over a bottom of said supporting layer, said protective 
liner preventing an absorption of liquids from the 
35 I domestic pet into the top of said visco elastic foam 
padding layer and into the bottom of said supporting 
,! layer, said protective liner allowing airflow to pass 
through the cushion for maintaining loft of said visco- 
: elastic foam padding layer and said supporting layer; 
40 and 

i a washable fabric cover, said washable fabric cover 
enclosing said visco-elastic foam padding layer, said 
supporting layer, and said protective liner, 

18. The orthopedic pet cushion as recited in claim 17, 
45 wherein said protective liner of breathable, waterproof, 

MVT material is comprised of a close-weave fabric of a 
: sufficiently close weave to be waterproof and breathable. 

19. The orthopedic pet cushion as recited in claim 17, 
wherein said breathable, waterproof, flexible, and MVT 

50 , membrane material of said protective liner is naturally 
oleophobic, anti-dust mite, anti-odor, anti-bacterial, anti- 
stain, and anti-static. 

20. The orthopedic pet cushion as recited in claim 17, 
\ wherein said outer fabric cover is comprised of a top surface, 

55 a bottom surface, and peripheral side walls disposed 
between said top and bottom surfaces. 
■ 21. The orthopedic pet cushion as recited in claim 17, 
; wherein said protective liner of flexible, breathable, water- 
proof, MVT membrane material is sealed closed around said 
oo padding layer of slow-recovery visco-elastic foam and said 
supporting padding layer, in such a close-fitting and tight 
; manner that the protective liner does not allow for the 
,' padding layers, of said slow recovery visco-elastic foam and 
,' said supporting padding, to shift or move about within the 
65 said protective liner. 

* * * * * 



judicial district at 875 South Colorado Blvd., Suite 701, (Denver, CO 80246. 

j 

3. On information and belief, Titan is a limited liability company under the Texas 

! 

Business Organizations Code with a place of business at 3121 Glenmere, Carrollton, Texas 

j 

75007 and a place of business at 1725 North Central Expressway, #103, Piano, Texas 75075. On 

information and belief, at all relevant times, Titan has been doing business in the State of 

i 

Colorado. | 

4. On information and belief, Titan does business as iCozeedogbed and/or 
iCozeedogbed.com, and is the registered owner of the domain name iCozeedogbed.com. 

5. On information and belief, Steven Cha is the Manager of Titan, and resides at 

j 

and/or has a place of business at 3 1 2 1 Glenmere, Carrollton, Texas 75007, and controls the 

j 

activities of Titan. j 

6. On information and belief, Sun K. Cha is the President and/or Director of Titan, 

j 

and resides at and/or has a place of business at 3121 Glenmere, Carrollton, Texas 75007, and 

controls the activities of Titan. 1 ? 

j 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

7. This is an action for patent infringement, arising under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 , et seq., an 

action for false advertising, arising under 15 U.S.C. §§ 1 125(a)(1)(B) (Lanham Act § 43(a)), and 

j 

an action for deceptive trade practices, arising underjcolo. Rev. Stat. § 6-1-105(1). 

8. Subject matter jurisdiction over the patent infringement claim is proper in this 

i 

Court under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a). Subject matter jurisdiction over the Lanham Act 

ii 

1 Steven Cha is identified as the "Manager 1 ' of Titan Chair LLC in Titan's Certificate of Formation filed on February 
21, 2007 with the Texas Secretary of Stale. Sun K. Cha is identified as the "President" of Titan Chair LLC on 
Titan's Texas Franchise Tax Public Information Report filed on December 12, 2008. Ft is unclear from other 
available documentation whether Steven Cha and Sun K. Chajare in fact the same person. Since different names are 
used in official filings with the State of Texas, Plaintiffs have ^treated them as separate individuals here. 



false advertising claim is proper in this Court under 28 llS.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(b). Subject 

j 

matter jurisdiction over the Colorado deceptive trade practices claims is proper in this Court 

il 

under 28 U.S.C.§ 1367(a). j 

S 

9. On information and belief, defendant Titan, acting alone and/or in concert with 

and under the control of Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha, conducts substantial business in this 

if 

judicial district, regularly solicits business from, does business with, and derives value from 
goods and services provided to, customers in this judicial district. For example, Defendants 

maintain and have maintained an interactive website, http://www.iCozeedogbed.com, on which, 

! 

among other things, Defendants advertise their iCozeejdog bed products, encourage and enable 
consumers in Colorado (and other states) to purchase iCozee dog bed products, and encourages 

ii 

and enables individuals to apply to become distributors of iCozee products. 

ii 

10. On information and belief, defendant Titan, acting alone and/or in concert with 
and under the control of Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha, ihas committed, or intends imminently to 
commit, acts of infringement of one or more claims of United States Patent No. 7,1 85,604 

i 

entitled "Orthopedic Pet Cushion" ("the '604 Patent']), including but not limited to offering to 

sell and selling its infringing products in this judicial! district and such acts are and will be 

j 

continuing. A copy of the 4 604 Patent is attached hereto as Exhibit A. On information and 

belief, Defendants directed their activities and intended that the harm caused by their 

I 

infringement would be felt in Colorado by, in particular, Holte and Buddy Beds®. This Court 
has personal jurisdiction over defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha. 

i 

11. On information and belief, defendant Titan, acting alone and/or in concert with 

i 

and under the control of Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha, has committed, or intends imminently to 



commit, acts of false advertising in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1 125(a)(1)(B) and deceptive trade 
practices in violation of Colo. Rev, Stat. § 6-1-105(1) in this judicial district and such acts are 
and will be continuing. On information and belief, Defendants directed their activities and 

intended that the harm caused by their false advert isingj and deceptive trade practices would be 

1 

felt in Colorado by, in particular, Holte and Buddy Beds®. This Court has personal jurisdiction 

over defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha. j 

j 

12. Venue is proper in this judicial district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b), (c) and 

I 

1400(b) because, on information and belief, defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha, have 

i 

committed, or intend imminently to commit, acts of infringement of one or more claims of the 

i 

'604 Patent in this judicial district, as well as acts of false advertising and deceptive trade 
practices in this judicial district, and because they provide goods and do business within this 
judicial district. j 

Background 

13. Plaintiff Holte is an innovator in orthopedic dog beds. Through her company, 

j 

Buddy Bcdsn<>, she sells orthopedic dog beds that eliminate painful pressure points that 
contribute to arthritis, hip displasia and joint problems. Buddy Beds® products have been 

i 

awarded the Animal Wellness Seal oi Approval and {The Pinnacle Award by Pel Agu Magazine 

in the dog bed category. Orthopedic dog beds sold by Holte through Buddy Beds® are marked 

i! 

with the number of the '604 Patent. i 

j 

14. On information and belief, no later than about August 19, 2009, Michael Cha 

I 

acting on behalf of Titan, ordered a Buddy Beds® brand orthopedic dog bed from Holte for 
delivery to 1725 N. Central Expy, #103, Piano, Texas 75075. The bed, bearing a label marked 



with the number of the '604 Patent, was thereafter shipped from within the State of Colorado and 
delivered to Michael Cha. 

1 5. Titan shortly thereafter began selling, and continues to sell, dog beds under the 

j 

"iCozee" brand name in direct competition with Holte and Buddy Beds®. 

I 

16. Defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha advertise their dog bed as utilizing 
five-pound density memory foam. On information and belief, such representation is false. 

Count I - Infringement of U.Sl Patent No. 7,185,604 

ii 

1 7. Plaintiffs allege and incorporate herein by reference the allegations stated in 

paragraphs 1 through 16 above. j 

j 

1 8. Plaintiffs Holte and Buddy Beds are the owner of all right, title and interest in and 

j 

to the '604 Patent, including the right to sue, enforce or recover damages for all infringements 
thereof j 

ii 

19. The '604 Patent was duly and legally issued by the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office on March 6, 2007. ! 

1 

20. On information and belief, defendants' Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha have 

been and are manufacturing, using, offering to sell, and/or selling in the United States dog beds 

! 

that infringe one or more claims of the '604 Patent, yithin the meaning of 35 U.S.C. § 271, and 

j 

the infringing acts will continue unless enjoined by the Court. 

i 

21. On information and belief, defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K.. Cha have 
known of; and do know of, the '604 patent. j 

22. On information and belief, defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha have 
acted with a specific intent to encourage and/or cause infringement of one or more claims of the 

I 

I 

c J 



'604 Patent whereby they have actively induced infringement of the '604 patent within the 

meaning of 35 U.S.C. § 271, and their acts will continue unless enjoined by the Court. 

j 

23. On information and belief; defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K, Cha knew or 

S 

should have known that Defendants' acts of making, using, selling, and offering to sell dog beds, 

which acts they encouraged, aided and abetted, were arid are an infringement of one or more 

J! 

claims of the * 604 patent. j 

j 

24. On information and belief. Defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha have at 
all relevant times been aware of and are aware of the '604 patent, and their infringement is and 

has been willful, intentional, and deliberate. Defendants' willful conduct provides a basis for 

i 

this Court to award enhanced damages pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284, and makes this an 

exceptional case within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. § 285. 

a 

25. Plaintiffs Holte and Buddy Beds(8> have been damaged by the infringing acts of 

Defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha, and will continue to be damaged unless 

\ 

Defendants are enjoined by the Court. j 

Count II ~ False advertising, Lanham Act §43(a) 

26. Plaintiffs allege and incorporate herei^i by reference the allegations stated in 
paragraphs 1 through 25 above. j 

27. Defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha have made material false or 

j 

misleading representations of fact in connection with the commercial advertising or promotion of 

their iCozeedogbed products. Namely, defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha have 

J 

misrepresented and continue to misrepresent the quality and characteristics of their iCozee dog 

t 

bed products, in particular, the characteristics of the] memory foam material used therein. 



28. Defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun Ki. Cha have made material 

j 

misrepresentations regarding the quality and characteristics of their iCozee dog bed products in 

commerce. j 

j 

29. Plaintiffs Holte and Buddy Beds$ are direct competitors with defendants Titan, 
Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha in the dog bed business, arid Plaintiffs' Buddy Beds® dog beds are 

in direct competition with Defendants' iCozee dog beds. 

j 

30. Defendants 1 material misrepresentations as to the quality and characteristics of 

5 

their dog bed products are likely to cause confusion or| mistake as to the quality and 
characteristics of their iCozee dog bed products, in particular, the characteristics of the memory 
foam material used therein. i 

3 1 . Defendants' material misrepresentations have caused competitive injury to 
Plaintiffs Holte and Buddy Beds®, and Plaintiffs will! continue to suffer such competitive injury 
unless Defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha 1 are enjoined by this Court. 

i 

32. On information and belief, Defendant? Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha have 

it 

1 

made the misrepresentations willfully and in bad faith. 

i 

i 

Count III - Colorado Consumer Protection Act 

j 

33. Plaintiffs allege and incorporate herein by reference the allegations stated in 

paragraphs 1 through 32 above. 3 

! 

34. Defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha have made material false or 

;l 
I 
I! 

misleading representations of fact in connection with the commercial advertising and/or 

! 

promotion of their iCozee dog bed products. Namely, on information and belief, defendants 
Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha have knowingly; misrepresented, and continue to knowingly 



misrepresent, the quality, characteristics, standard and grade, of their iCozee dog bed products, in 

particular, the quality, characteristics, standard and grade of the memory foam material used 

a 

ii 

therein. j 

35. Defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha have made such material 
misrepresentations in commerce. ■ 

36. Plaintiffs Holte and Buddy Beds<$ are direct competitors with defendants Titan, 
Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha in the dog bed business, arid Plaintiffs 1 Buddy Beds® dog beds are 
in direct competition with Defendants' iCozee dog beds. 

37. Defendants' material misrepresentations are likely to cause confusion or mistake 
as to the quality, characteristics, standard and grade ofitheir iCozee dog bed products, in 
particular, the quality, characteristics, standard and grade of the memory foam material used 
therein. ! 

38. Defendants' material misrepresentations have caused competitive injury to 
Plaintiffs Holte and Buddy Beds®, as well as injury to the consuming public, and Plaintiffs and 
the consuming public will continue to suffer such injury unless defendants Titan, Steven Cha and 
Sun K. Cha are enjoined by this Court. j 

39. On information and belief, Defendants Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha have 

made the misrepresentations willfully and in bad faith. 

I 

Prayer for Relief 

Accordingly, Plaintiffs Holte and Buddy Beds*) pray for entry of judgment in their favor 

< 

as follows: j 

a. A decree that Titan, Steven Cha and Sun K. Cha have infringed the '604 patent- 



